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N-Vision is a local independent charity providing services and 
support to anyone with reduced vision living in the Blackpool, Fylde 

and Wyre areas, regardless of age and means 
Contents 

Page   3 The Bridge So Far     
Page  4 Make The Most Of Your Vision 
   Blind Veterans UK     
Page  5 Talking Newspaper Service     
Page 6 N-Vision Has Been Sharing The Joy 
Page  8 Join Us At The Café Clubs  
Page  9 Activity Group  
Page 10 Some Benefits Are Affected By A Hospital  
   Admission 
   Old £10 Notes           
Page 11 The Princess Alexandra Home   
Page 12 Caregivers At Home  
Page  13 Our 2nd Charity Shop Is Now Open 
   Volunteers 
Page  14 Fundraising 
Page 15 £1 A Month Appeal 
Page 16   A Year in the Life of N-Vision’s Volunteers 
Page 18 Diary Dates 
Page  19  Our Services 
Page  20 Contact Details 

 

 



3	|	P a g e 	
	

 

 

The Bridge So Far! 

With the Squires Gate Lane bridge being closed many of you might 
have had to take a detour to reach us if you have been brought by 
car or had to negotiate crossing the temporary pedestrian bridge 
that has been installed if you have been walking. 

We have been keeping a careful watch on the work taking place and 
have received the following update from Blackpool Council: 

Squires Gate bridge replacement scheme is progressing well. We 
have now demolished and removed the old bridge deck and 
installed the new one. Steel plates have been welded underneath to 
give the bridge additional support. All works underneath the bridge 
has been completed and Network Rail re-opened the south line to 
trains on Monday 29th January. 

We are installing the new kerb line and drainage system on the 
highway above the new deck. Eon are on site installing the new 
lighting columns on both footways either side of the bridge. The 
road and footways will then be built up once the kerb line has been 
installed and then the pedestrian guardrail and road markings will 
follow. 

We are on programme to re-open the bridge for Easter 2018. 
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Johnny being guided over the Squires Gate bridgeworks 

Make The Most Of Your Vision 
Whatever your level of vision, it’s important that you keep up to date 
with whatever comes on to the market to help you remain 
independent.  So whether it’s a traditional hand held magnifier, an 
electronic reading machine, smart phones and tablets or computer 
software, come along to meet Optelec, Associated Optical and 
Synapptic at our next Focus Day which will take place on Friday, 
2nd March, in the Sharples Hall, Bosworth Place, Blackpool, FY4 
1SH, and will be open from 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

 

 

Blind Veterans UK 
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Blind Veterans UK are there to help anyone who has served in the 
Armed Forces, or who has done National Service, and who is now 
living with significant sight loss. 

Since 1915 they have helped ex-service men and women lead 
independent, fulfilling lives by supporting them with their in-depth 
expertise, experience and full range of services. 

If you have served in the Forces and are living with sight loss and 
would like to explore whether you are eligible to become a member 
of Blind Veterans UK please telephone them on 0800 389 7979. 

    
Talking Newspaper Service 

Do you struggle reading a newspaper or magazine, then why not 
listen to one instead?  You can keep in touch with all the local news 
and enjoy many popular magazines by receiving the programmes 
we produce weekly on Digital Audio Plugs (DAPs or memory sticks).  
All you need to do is contact a member of the Community Services 
Team on 01253 362696 and they can arrange to come and 
demonstrate this service to you. 

Following a small initial set up fee the weekly Talking Newspaper 
Service is free. You are issued with a digital speaker that you keep 
at home and then the DAP containing around ten hours of listening 
is sent to you weekly through the post.  Included on the DAP are 
articles taken from the Blackpool Gazette, Fleetwood Weekly News, 
Lytham St Annes Express, Weekend Papers and Sport.  Monthly 
extracts from Lancashire Life, Which Consumer Guide and Best of 
British are also included.  The return postage of the DAPs is free. 

The Talking News Service has been running since 1977 and plays a 
vital part in circulating news and views to visually impaired people 
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living on the Fylde Coast and beyond.  So, don’t delay, if you would 
like to find out more about this popular service give us a call on 
01253 362696. 

 
Digital Speaker with a DAP inserted 

For those of you that already receive the Talking Newspaper Service 
we will be circulating a questionnaire so we can find out your views 
on the current content.  The questionnaire will be in print and 
enclosed in one of your weekly pouches.  If you would prefer to 
complete the questionnaire over the phone then please give us a 
call on 01253 362696. 

N-Vision has been sharing The Joy! 

Our veteran volunteer and Talking Newspaper Reader Joy Killip, 93 
years young, not only hit the headlines in her own right – but 
became a BBC North West Tonight ‘anchor-woman’ for the 
primetime regional news programme. 
Joy and other Talking News regulars. – and listeners – featured in a 
lovely report from the charity’s own studios by BBC NWT presenter 
Ian Haslam. 
Producers of the award-winning TV news show were so impressed 
with a video report on Joy and the Talking Newspaper produced by 
UCLAN journalism student Molly Brewer for the BBC’s digital social 
media, they dispatched TV cameras to N-Vision for a comprehensive 
report on Joy, the Talking Newspaper and listeners.  
 One of the most heart-warming moments came when Talking 
Newspaper regular listener Tom Critchley who’s heard but never 
seen his favourite presenter got the chance to meet her – as the 
charity’s popular Simply Synapptic group was on site when BBC 
NWT arrived. 
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“She’s beautiful,” he said.  
 But the best was yet to come. The TV team were so captivated by 
Joy’s charm and charisma they invited her back to the studio at 
Media City Manchester to join the regular presenters Roger Johnson 
and Annabel Tiffin – and introduce a chilly bulletin from weatherman 
Simon King.  
 The young woman who made it all happen – UCLAN student Molly, 
herself from Blackpool, and on work placement at the BBC for a 
week, took Joy under her wing while they waited for the cameras to 
roll. 
Molly had spotted a story about Britain’s (arguably) longest serving 
news reader in The Gazette and contacted CEO Ruth Lambert to ask 
if she could follow it up for the BBC’s digital news site. Joy first 
joined the society as a volunteer and fundraiser in 1963 and has 
been with the Talking Newspaper from the very start – coming up for 
41 years this summer. The BBC report also featured photographs of 
a much younger Joy in her theatrical heyday – starring in Noel 
Coward’s Bitter Sweet and playing the lead in Hello Dolly! 
Yet the veteran theatrical owned up to stage fright on the night. 
“I was terrified,” Joy told N-Vision. “It was the worst stage fright I’ve 
ever had. I felt sick with nerves.  In a way it’s good that it all 
happened so fast – I agreed to the interview a couple of hours 
before Ian Haslam turned up at the Talking Newspaper studio.  I’d 
recorded an interview with Molly, who’s a lovely young woman, the 
day before at short notice too. If I can help promote the society I will.  
 “So, it didn’t give me time to think about it all. If it had been 
happening the following day I’d have had a sleepless night. One 
would have to be very blasé not to suffer stage fright – and I always 
had that before a show but nothing like this!  I had a lovely time but I 
didn’t even record it so I’m not sure how I did. I didn’t expect to be 
on screen for so long.   
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“I’m very pleased that the word is getting out on all the good work 
N-Vision does – and I’d like to thank all the staff and volunteers and 
listeners who rallied again at very short notice to help.  
“My son went with me and thought it was wonderful. But when I got 
home - and I’m no drinker - I poured myself a glass of wine and had 
a cigarette to calm down.” 
We will be ensuring Joy gets a copy of the broadcast. 

 

Joy with members of the BBC Northwest Tonight Team, her son David 
and Molly 

Join Us At The Café Clubs 
Each week we host a Café Club at different venues 
around the area. It is an opportunity for like-minded 
people to come together, in an informal setting, to have a 

drink and a chat. Over the last couple of years friendships have 
been formed and experiences shared. It’s a chance to ask others 
how they manage certain life obstacles and an opportunity to swap 
helpful tips. There is always at least one member of staff from the 
Low Vision Centre in attendance and sometimes one or two of our 
volunteers.    

It is always a lovely friendly atmosphere and everyone is welcome, 
including your friends and family. Why not give it a go and join us at 
the next one that is nearest to you. We would love to see you there. 
These are the venues and the regular dates. 
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 Kirkham:                 The Book, Bean & Ice Cream 
                                1st Tuesday of every month at 10.30am 
 

Cleveleys:              The Tramway 
                                 2nd Tuesday of every month at 11.00am 
 

Fleetwood:             North Euston Hotel 
                                 3rd Tuesday of every month at 11.00am 
 

St Anne’s:              The Pavilion Café Ashton Gardens 
                                4th Tuesday of every month at 10.30am 
                              
Poulton le Fylde:    Booths Cafe 
                                1st Thursday of every month at 11.00am 
 
We are also currently looking for a suitable venue to host the Café 
Club in Blackpool so watch this space! We will let you know when 
this is up and running. 

If you would like to know anything else about the Café Clubs please 
call us on 01253 362696 

Activity Group 

As well as our hugely popular Social Group, we also have an 
Activity Group which meets once a fortnight on a Wednesday and 
enjoys a variety of activities including regular trips out. Past outings 
have included a tram trip to Fleetwood for lunch at the North Euston 
and lunch at the Italian Orchard at Broughton. On February 21st the 
group will take a trip to Ferraris Country House Hotel for lunch. 
On March 21st the group are going for afternoon tea at the Art Deco 
Café at Stanley Park followed by a leisurely walk around the lake 
and gardens. 
You are all very welcome to join the Social Group and the Activity 
Group so if you would like to find out more and the charges involved 
then please call us on 01253 362696.  
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The art deco café at Stanley Park 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 
Some benefits are affected by a hospital admission  

Going in to hospital, a hospice or a similar institution may affect 
some of the benefits you receive, including Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) and Attendance Allowance (AA). If someone 
receives Carer’s Allowance because they are caring for you, this 
may also be affected. 

DLA, AA and some other benefits are not payable from the payday 
following your 28th day in a hospital, hospice or a similar institution. 
If you are in receipt of benefits or you are a carer in receipt of 
Carer’s Allowance then you should inform DWP if a hospital (or 
similar) stay spans 28 days or more. 
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Other benefits which may be affected by this are Personal 
Independent Payment, Housing Benefit, Jobseekers or ESA, War 
Pension and Pension Credit. 

 

Old £10 Notes 
The new Polymer £10 note has been in circulation for a while now. 
Have you noticed the tactile markings on the corner of the note? 
This is so that you can differentiate between the £10 note and the £5 
note. 

The old £10 note will cease to be legal tender on the 1st March 2018. 
If you still have old £10 notes after that date you may be able to 
swap them or deposit them with your bank or the Post Office 
providing you hold an account with them. 

 
The Old £10 Note 

The Princess Alexandra Home 

       
The Princess Alexandra Home has vacancies for people who might 
like a short stay whilst their relatives have a holiday or to give 
themselves a break.  The Home also has a few permanent vacancies 
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for people who feel they need full time residential care. 

There’s a warm, friendly atmosphere, lots of activities, 5 star food 
and trained staff who care for a range of needs including visual 
impairment. 

An assisted bath service is offered in the Home to those living in the 
community at a cost of £9.00.   

If you would like a brochure or wish to view the Home and discuss 
your personal requirements in more detail then please call the 
Manager on 01253 403091. 

 

            
Residents enjoying games and gentle keep-fit  

Caregivers at Home 
Are you finding everyday tasks more difficult? The Caregivers 
Service aims to help individuals to have freedom, choice and dignity 
by being supported by carers at home. Caregivers can provide 
practical help doing shopping or cleaning, or can provide 
companionship. 

Getting to know the person is integral to Caregivers philosophy. 
This has led to some excellent and productive relationships between 
staff and the people they support. 
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Brenda and Gerry 

Gerry has been supporting Brenda for 2 years. They have weekly 
outings together; going to cafes, visiting Brenda’s family or seeing 
local attractions. 

All our staff are trained to the highest standard and are fully DBS 
cleared.  So if you are getting out of breath trying to get that quilt 
cover on or can’t face that pile of laundry and the ironing that 
follows, call Joanne or Julia on 01253 362685 to discuss how we can 
help.  Rates are charged at £14.50 an hour and all profits raised go 
to supporting our services.   

Our 2nd Charity Shop Is Now Open 
Our new Charity Shop in Cleveleys is now open for business, 
located on Victoria Road West, in the centre of Cleveleys just past 
Marks and Spencer. Janice the Manager has been delighted with the 
number of visitors so far and would like to thank everyone for their 
support.  

If you have any donations of good quality clothing, bric-a-bac, 
household items etc. please drop them off at the shop at 78 Victoria 
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Road West, at Princess Alexandra Home or you can phone the shop 
on 01253 868287 to arrange a pick up. 

Do you like meeting people? Do you like to help? Would you like to 
get involved? We need more volunteers. If you would like to help in 
the shop as a volunteer shop assistant please call Stephanie 
Beasley  on 01253 362697 for a chat and application form. 

 

The New Cleveleys Charity Shop 

Volunteers 
We are heavily reliant upon our highly valued team of volunteers 
who enhance all our services.   
Throughout 2017 our volunteers worked a total of 14,400 hours and 
if we paid them at the national minimum wage of £7.50 per hour this 
equates to a wage bill of £108,000. 
We cannot thank our volunteers enough and we are grateful for all 
that they do.   

If you would like to find out more about volunteering opportunities 
and possibly join our team please ring Stephanie on 01253 362696. 

 
Fundraising 
Thank you to the staff and customers at Chards the Bullion Dealers 
who hosted an afternoon tea for us.  Whilst John “Gilly” Gilmore 
from Radio Lancashire broadcast his afternoon show from the Shop, 
local businesses and residents from the local community supported 
the event which raised £219.00 on the day with a further £239.00 
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coming from the auction of a special limited edition coin.  A good 
time was had by all. 

 
Linda, Jacqui and Johnny displaying the coin 

 

Thanks also go to the members of Kirkham and Rural Fylde Ex-
Tablers Club who donated £300.00 to the Talking Newspaper.  Phil 
joined them at one of their meetings and accepted the donation on 
behalf of the Society. 

 
Phil accepting the cheque 

£1 a Month Appeal 
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Our £1.00 a month appeal is currently generating £304.00 per month 
from contributors who are donating between £1.00 and £30.00 per 
month.  This is very much appreciated and contributes to the £1.3 
million that it costs per year to provide N-Vision’s services. 

Do you have any family members or friends who would like to 
support our £1.00 a month appeal?   

If so please contact Trina Parkinson, Finance & Administration 
Manager, by email trina.parkinson@nvison-nw.co.uk or by 
telephoning her on 01253 362688. 

We will never contact those who donate to ask them to increase 
their contribution but we will send them a copy of each Newsletter 
so they are kept in touch with what N-Vision is doing and how the 
money is being spent. 

 

Come and Take Part in our Easter Quiz 

We are holding an Easter quiz night and Easter Egg Raffle on 
Wednesday 21st March in Sharples Hall. Doors open at 6pm  

Tickets are £6 for Adults £3 for Children, which includes a Hot Pot 
supper. A vegetarian alternative will be available. 

To book your place call Abby on 01253 362692 or email 
abigail.newby@nvision-nw.co.uk 

Why not get a team together, come along, enjoy your tea with us, 
have some fun and raise funds for N-Vision. 

 

A Year in the Life of Our N-Vision Volunteers 
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Diary Dates 
Tuesday   20th February  Fleetwood Café Club 
Wednesday 21st February  Activity Group (Ferraris) 
Thursday 22nd February  Simply Synapptic 
Tuesday   27th February  St Annes Café Club 
Wednesday  28th February  Social Centre 
Thursday 1st March   Poulton Café Club 
Friday   2nd March   Optelec Focus Day 
Tuesday   6th March   Kirkham Café Club 
Wednesday  7th March   Activity Group (Indoors) 
Tuesday   13th March  Cleveleys Café Club 
Wednesday 14th March  Social Centre 
Tuesday  20th March  Fleetwood Café Club 
Wednesday 21st March  Activity Group (Stanley Park) 
Wednesday 21st March  Easter Quiz & Raffle (6pm) 
Thursday 22nd March  Sight Loss Support Group  
Thursday 22nd March  Simply Synapptic 
Tuesday  27th March  St Annes Café Club 
Wednesday 28th March   Social Centre 
Tuesday  3rd April   Kirkham Café Club 
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Thursday 5th April    Poulton Café Club 
Tuesday  10th April   Cleveleys Café Club  
Wednesday 11th April   Social Centre 
Tuesday  17th April   Fleetwood Café Club 
Tuesday  24th April   St Annes Café Club 

If you would like further details of any of the above 
events please contact the Low Vision Centre on 01253 362696 

N-Vision 
BLACKPOOL, FYLDE AND WYRE SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND 

Our services include: 

• Low Vision Centre (incorporating the VIPS Project) – providing 
help, support and guidance to increase independence and self-
confidence.  We offer group information sessions, individual 
visits to the Centre, permanent display of equipment, including 
technology, to assist independent living as well as home 
assessments, low vision advice and social activities. 

• Visual Awareness Training – increasing the understanding of 
the needs of the blind and those with reduced vision. 

• Eye Clinic Liaison Service – working closely with the medical 
team in the eye clinic and on the medical retina unit at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 

• Talking Newspapers – keeping listeners up to date with what’s 
happening in the community.  We also offer a commercial 
recording facility. 

• Princess Alexandra Home – specialising in residential care for 
the visually impaired. 

• Caregivers at Home – specialist home support to encourage 
independence and well being 

• Charity Shop – selling good quality clothing, furniture, books 
and bric-a-brac 
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N-Vision supports over 2,500 beneficiaries of services who are living 
in the community and the charity relies on grants, donations and 
fundraising to continue and develop this vital work. 

                              	

N-Vision A Visionary Blind                          @N_Vision_NW 
Society in the North West 

 

N-Vision 
Blackpool Fylde & Wyre Society for the Blind 

Bosworth Place 
Blackpool 
FY4 1SH 

  
Head Office / Finance   01253 362688 
       trina.parkinson@nvision-nw.co.uk 
  

Low Vision Centre    01253 362696 
       judith.harrison@nvision-nw.co.uk 
  

Talking Newspaper   01253 362686 
       judith.harrison@nvision-nw.co.uk 
  

Princess Alexandra Home  01253 403091 
       dutyoffice@nvision-nw.co.uk 
  

Charity Shop     01253 406848 
       charityshop@nvision-nw.co.uk 
  

Caregivers     01253 403172 
       caregivers@nvision-nw.co.uk 
  

Alternative Formats 
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This newsletter is also available in audio format through our Talking   
Newspaper Service or by email.  Please call the Low Vision Centre to 
request your preference. 

Recycle your Newsletter 

Once you have read this newsletter please pass it on to a friend or 
family member, leave it at your GP’s surgery, community centre or 
Church.  Please don’t throw it away.  If you let one friend read it, 
we’ve doubled our readership to 5,000. 

 


